
 

 

 

REPORTED SPEECH:  

¿Alguna vez has escrito algo que has parafraseado o no mencionas de forma exacta? Si es así, 

probablemente has utilizado el estilo indirecto, también conocido como reported speech en 

inglés. 

El estilo indirecto o reported speech es la forma en la que puedes contar, explicar, escribir o 

decir algo con tus propias palabras, cambiando el tiempo verbal al pasado. 

Se diferencia del discurso directo de esta forma, ya que el discurso directo implica que digas o 

escribas todo textual y exacto a como sucedió. 

Regla N°1: En el reported speech, los tiempos verbales cambian. Es decir, en el direct speech o en 
el estilo directo, todas las expresiones de tiempos verbales están en presente.  Pero cuando tilices 
el estilo indirecto o reported speech este verbo cambia a pasado. Sin embargo, hay dos 
excepciones que verás más adelante. 

Estilo directo o Direct Speech Estilo indirecto o Reported Speech 

Presente Simple 
Ejemplo: “I am very glad to see you again”, Miguel 
said. 

Pasado Simple 
Ejemplo: Miguel said that he was glad to see me again. 

Presente Continuo 
Ejemplo: “Sabrina is working in Buenos Aires” he 
said. 

Pasado Continuo 
Ejemplo: He said Sabrina was working in Buenos Aires. 

Pasado Simple 
Ejemplo: “Did you finish the test?” she asked. 

Pasado Perfecto Simple 
Ejemplo: She asked me if I had finished the test. 

Pasado Continuo 
Ejemplo: They said, “We weren’t going to cinema 
today” 

Pasado Perfect Continuo 
Ejemplo: They said that they hadn’t going to cinema today. 

Presente Perfecto Simple 
Ejemplo: Mario said, “I’ve already gone out” 

Pasado Perfecto Simple 
Ejemplo: Mario told me that he’d already gone out. 
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Presente Perfecto Continuo 
Ejemplo: “I’ve been playing piano for ten years” she 
said. 

Pasado Perfecto Continuo 
Ejemplo: She said that she’d been playing piano for ten 
years. 

Pasado Perfecto Simple 
Este tiempo verbal se mantiene igual para el direct o reported speech. 
Ejemplo: “I’d been to my home before the college” she said. 
She said that she’d been in her home before the college. 

Pasado Perfecto Continuo 
Exactamente lo mismo, el tiempo verbal se mantiene igual para el direct o reported speech. 
Ejemplo: He said “I’d been working here for years before quit”. 
He said that he’d been working here for years before quit. 

 

Regla N°2: Los tiempos verbales de los verbos modales, también conocidos como modal 
verbs en inglés, también cambian. Los tiempos verbales cambian una vez que se pasa del 
estilo directo al indirecto, y los modal verbs tampoco escapan de esto, excepto would, could, 
should, might y ought to. 

Verbos modales 
Estilo directo o Direct Speech 

Verbos modales 
Estilo indirecto o Reported Speech 

Will 
“Will you marry me?” he asked. 

Would 
He asked me if I would marry him. 

Can 
Mónica said, “Mateo can come here tomorrow”. 

Could 
Mónica said Mateo could come here tomorrow. 

Must 
“You must finish your homework”, dad said. 

Had to 
Dad said I had to finish my homework. 

Shall 
“Shall we dance tonight at the ballroom?”, he asked. 

Should 
He asked me if we should dance tonight at the ballroom. 

May 
“May I speak now, please?” the little girl asked. 

Might 
The Little girl asked if she might speak now. 
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Los pronombres personales 

Al igual que ocurre con los verbos, también debemos tener en cuenta que al pasar la oración a 

estilo indirecto, el pronombre personal o posesivo concuerde. 

Ryan told me: “I‘m in a bit of a rush.” 

Ryan told me he was in a bit of a rush 

My mum said: “I’m coming to your place for lunch”.  

My mum said she was coming to my place for lunch. 

Los adverbios de tiempo y de lugar 

Al cambiar a estilo indirecto, damos un paso atrás en el tiempo, por tanto ‘hoy’ será ‘ese día’, ‘esta 

noche’ será ‘esa noche’, mañana será ‘el día siguiente’, etc. 

I will speak to you tomorrow. 

She said she would speak to me the next/ following day.  

• this afternoon ⇨ that afternoon 

• today ⇨ that day 

• now ⇨ then/at that time 

• tomorrow ⇨ the following/next day 

• last week ⇨ the week before/the previous week 

• next month ⇨ the following month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITIES: 

I.  Change the following sentences from DIRECT to INDIRECT SPEECH: 

1. He said, “I will be here at noon.” He said that he would be here at noon. 

2. Mary said, “The train will probably arrive on time.” 

………………………………………………………………………………….…..……………………………………………………………….. 

3. He said, “I have to finish this report by five o’clock.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 

4. The doctor said, “Mr. Smith will improve quickly.” 

…………………………………………………………..…………………………….…………………………………………………………….. 

5. William said to me, “I am leaving in the morning.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 

6. The teacher said, “Everyone has to write a composition.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….. 

7. John said, “I saw that movie on Wednesday.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

8. Helen said, “I have read that book.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. Mary said to John, “I cannot go to the movie with you.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

10. John said, “I have finished studying my lesson.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

II. REPORT what the guests said at a wedding last Saturday: 

1. Miss Moore: “They’ll make a lovely couple.” Miss Moore said (that) they would make a lovely 

couple. 

2. Mr. Smith: “They’re going to live in Brighton.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Mrs.Jones: “The bride and the groom are very nice young people.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Mr. Roberts: “The bride is wearing a beautiful wedding dress.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



5. Mr. Clarke: “The couple’s parents look happy.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. Miss Mayall: “The bride’s father has bought them a big flat.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

III.  Write sentences about Jane’s trip to Paris: 

1. We’re taking the nine o’clock plane. Jane told me they were taking the nine o’clock 

plane. 

2. I’ll have to get up early. 

She said …………………………………………………………………………… 

3. I don’t really like traveling by air. 

She told me ……………………………………………………………………….. 

4. But it’s the easiest way to travel. 

But she decided …………………………………………………………………… 

5. We’re going to spend a week in Paris. 

She told me ……………………………………………………………………….. 

6. I want to go up the Eiffel Tower. 

She said …………………………………………………………………………… 

7. We’ve been to Paris before. 

She told me ……………………………………………………………………….. 

8. But we didn’t see everything. 

But she said ………………………………………………………………………. 

9. I’ll send you a postcard. 

She said …………………………………………………………………………… 

10. But I won’t write you a letter. 

But she told me …………………………………………………………………… 

11. I’m very excited! 

She said …………………………………………………………………………… 

12. We’ll be in Paris tomorrow! 

The last thing she said was that …………………………………………………… 



IV. REPORT the police-officer’s questions to the shop owner: 

1. What’s your name? 

The police-officer asked him what was his name was. 

2. Did you see the robbers? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What were they wearing? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. How do you think they got in? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. What did they take? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. Has this ever happened before? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 V. Gavin has worked for Bisco Supermarkets for thirty years. He can still remember his  job 

interview after leaving school and he can remember the questions that the interview asked him: 

 Example: “Where do you live?” She asked him where he lived. 

 “Have you worked before?” She asked him if he had worked before. 

1. “Why do you want the job?” 

She asked him ………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. “How did you hear about it?” 

She asked him ………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. “Are you fit?” 

She asked him ………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. “Can you work on Saturdays?” 

She asked him ………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. “How will you travel to work?” 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6. “Have you got a bicycle?” 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



7. “How much do you expect to earn?” 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8. “When can you start?” 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

VI.  What does the policeman want to know? 

1. What’s your name? 

The policeman wants to know what my name is. 

2. What’s your job? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

3. Where do you work? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Where do you live? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

5. Where were you yesterday? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

6. Why are you in London? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

7. When did you come? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

8. How did you come? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

9. Where’s your ticket? 

………………………………………………………………………. 

10. Have you ever been in London? 

………………………………………………………………………. 

11. Do you know anyone in London? 

………………………………………………………………………. 

12. Were you in London last month? 

………………………………………………………………………. 



13. Are you telling the truth? 

………………………………………………………………………. 

VII.  Tell your family what the doctor said: 

1. “You really ought to stay in bed.” 

He said I ought to stay in bed. 

2. “But you can get up for half an hour.” 

………………………………………………………………………. 

3. “You can leave here on Thursday.” 

………………………………………………………………………. 

4. “You ought to take some exercise.” 

………………………………………………………………………. 

5. “But you shouldn’t walk too much.” 

………………………………………………………………………. 

6. “You mustn’t run at all.” 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONNECTORS IN ENGLISH 

 

1.CONCESSIVE CONNECTORS 

 

Although / though / even though – aunque 

• Although Jack is not very tall, he is excellent at basketball. 

Aunque Jack no es muy alto, es excelente en el baloncesto. 

• She decided to go to work, though she was not feeling well. 

Ella decidió ir al trabajo, aunque no se estaba sintiendo bien.Even if - incluso si 

• Even if he’s right, that doesn’t give him the right to be arrogant. 

Incluso si él tiene razón, eso no le da el derecho de ser arrogante. 

• I will finish the project by tomorrow, even if I must work all night. 

Terminaré el proyecto para mañana, aun si tengo que trabajar toda la noche. 

 

2. CONCESSIVE CONNECTORS 

 

Despite / in spite of - a pesar de 

• Despite his bad reputation, the politician won the elections. 

A pesar de su mala reputación, el político ganó las elecciones. 

• It was a great match in spite of the bad the weather. 

Fue un gran juego, a pesar del mal tiempo. 

 

3. Connectors of Sequence 

 

FIRST, THEN, NEXT, AFTER THAT, FINALLY, FIRST OF ALL, BY THE TIME, EVENTUALLY, AT LAST, AT 

THE END, BEFORE, AFTER AND LATER. 

First of all, we couldn’t have a shower because there was no hot water. By the time, we were 

ready, it was too late to eat. Eventually, we took the train to town. At last, we got to the park but it 

was very late. At the end, we only had time for a quick game. 

 

 



4. ADVERSATIVE CONNECTORS 

 

BUT – PERO 

• He spoke clearly, but I didn't understand him. 

Habló claramente pero no lo entendí 

HOWEVER - SIN EMBARGO 

• They were not having fun; however they stayed until the party was over. 

Ellos no se estaban divirtiendo; sin embargo se quedaron hasta que la fiesta terminó. 

NONETHELESS / NEVERTHELESS - SIN EMBARGO 

It was very stormy; nevertheless we went fishing. 

Estaba muy tormentoso; sin embargo fuimos de pesca 

YET / EVEN SO - SIN EMBARGO, AUN ASÍ 

• He was a very good swimmer; even so, he drowned. 

Él era un muy buen nadador; aún así, se ahogó. 

• He wanted to reply to that accusation, yet he didn't. 

Él quería contestar a esa acusación; sin embargo no lo hizo. 

 

5. COMPARATIVE CONNECTORS 

COMPARATIVE CONNECTORS se utilizan cuando una o más oraciones expresan grados de 

comparación por semejanza o diferencia.  

AS – COMO 

• He performed the operation exactly as he was told. 

El ejecutó la operación exactamente como se le dijo 

AS...AS - TAN...COMONOT AS...AS - NO TAN. COMO 

• His car is as fast as mine. 

Su auto es tan veloz como el mío. 

• They are not as good as you think. 

Ellos no son tan buenos como tu piensas. 

 

 



AS IF / AS THOUGH - COMO SI•  

They treat me as if they didn't know me. 

Me tratan como si no me conocieran. 

THAN – QUE 

• They started to have more problems than they expected. 

Empezaron a tener más problemas que lo que esperaban 

 

6. Conclusive Connectors 

Estos conectores reflejan la consecuencia de lo dicho en el texto.  

 

THEREFORE - POR LO TANTO 

• I don't know her phone number, therefore I can't call her. 

No sé su número de teléfono, por lo tanto no puedo llamarla. 

HENCE - DE AHÍ 

• English is not her mother tongue, hence her mistakes. 

El inglés no es su lengua materna; de ahí sus errores. 

 

7. CONCLUSIVE CONNECTORS 

SO – ENTONCES 

• His car broke down, so he took it to a garage. 

Su coche se descompuso, entonces lo llevó a un taller mecánico 

CONSEQUENTLY - POR LO TANTO, EN CONSECUENCIA 

• They were found guilty and consequently sent to prison. 

Se los encontró culpables y por lo tanto fueron enviados a prisión. 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITIES: 

I. Complete the sentences in A using BECAUSE or BECAUSE OF and an idea from B. 

 Use each idea in B only once. 

 A  B 

1. He phoned the police A his bad leg 

2 I didn’t have any lunch B I thought it might rain 

3 Our plane was delayed C I wasn’t hungry 

4 He went to Paris D he’d lost his wallet 

5 I took an umbrella E the fog 

6 He couldn’t run very fast F he wanted to learn French 

 

1. …. He phoned the police because he’d lost his wallet. …………………….. 

2. ………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. ………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. ………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. ………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

II. Choose the correct answers: 

1. As / As a result it was such a beautiful day, we decided to have a picnic. 

2. It was his birthday because / so we decided to buy him a present. 

3. As a result / Since all the seats on the train were taken, we had to stand. 

4. The banks were closed and as a result / because we couldn’t get any money. 

5. I didn’t find the book very interesting and so / as I didn’t finish it. 

6. We couldn’t drive across the bridge as a result / because it was closed. 

7. She had the best qualifications and she so / therefore got the job. 

8. I haven’t got much money as / so I can’t afford a new car. 

 

III. Join each pair of sentences using SO / SUCH ….. (THAT): 

1. It was a very warm evening. We had dinner outside in the garden. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. He was very nervous. He couldn’t eat anything. 



……………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Our neighbors’ party was very noisy. We couldn’t sleep. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. The restaurant was very crowded. They couldn’t find anywhere to sit down. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. We were all having a good time. We didn’t want to stop. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. He’s got a very good memory. He never needs to write anything down. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

IV.  Rephrase the sentences beginning with the words in brackets: 

1. She has plenty of money, but she is very mean. (although) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. They have a car, but they rarely use it. (though) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. He was innocent, but he was sent to prison. (although) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. He was a number of relatives living nearby, but he never visits them. (even though) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. She never takes any kind of exercise, but she is quite fit and healthy. (even though) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

V. Rephrase the sentences using the words in brackets and a noun: 

1. They went out for a walk, even though the weather was bad. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. She managed to write, even though her hand was injured. (in spite of) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. All the trains were on time, even though the snow was heavy. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Our coach didn’t arrive late, even though the traffic was terrible. (in spite of) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

5. A lot of people buy those houses, even though the prices are high. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. He stayed up late, even though he was very tired. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. I didn’t buy the car, even though I had the money. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. He stayed outside in the cold weather, even though he felt ill. (despite) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. People continue to smoke, even though they know the dangers. (in spite of) 

………………………………………………………………………………… 


